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Advertiſement. 


7 Ne | ceeds, let him put a partthus ſerious ( though lit- 
S ERS tc )diſcourſe;it is intended for beter judgments, 
Since theſe late eruptions in Church and Stare the 
minds of men are become much diſtracted ; and no marvell, 
ſeeing the various opinions concerning civill Government in 
the firſt place, whether ſonarkia, Ariftecratia, or neither but. x 
mixt ; and ſome perhaps affeRing Oligarchia, which is the worſt, 
Then as touching the rents in the Church, what ſhall ſuffice to be 
ſaid > ſince many both grave aud learned Divines doe avouch that 
all the hereſies fomented at ſeverall cimes, in former ages,and con- 
demned by ſeveral] Councels, are now extant, attended with as 
many more ; and how ſhall it be otherwaies > when both Fathers 
and Councels are der.ded and contemn'd ( without controle ) by 
the very cff-ſcouring of the people ; yea, even ſuch as ſetled and 
corfirmed our Chriſtian faith ( by refuting errois and: hereſies the 
firſt 4ce yeeres )which till row the Chriſtian world bath received 
for Orthodox: yetis it no wonder to ſee the Scripture abuſed and 
miſ- interpreted by every /Mechanicke, miſ applying the fſerce to 
their fantaſticke humors : ſeeing there was never hereſie broached, 
but came with verbam Dei Scripture in the mouth: the divell him- 
ſelfe could finde no fitter way to vent his impoſtury,v-hen he came 
to tempt our Saviour, Although it may be doubred whether or 
no there be any thirg new, thatnever was; for nib5/ diftum quid 
291 dittim prins, nothing ſaid that was nos ſaid before; yer wany 
marcers 
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(3) 
matters are daily opened, which have been ſhut np and clouded by 
the Romi/ſs Chnrch fince the time of Phocns the Emperor when thar 
Hierachy beguntouſurp upon thereſt: And likewiſe many errors 
and herefies that ſeem to be new are but the ſame in ſubſtance,they 


weretn former tmes, yet perhaps with ſome additions as abfurd- 


asthe principall. Now toreduce the Primitive purity will be'a 
worke too hard for mans capacity ; ic muſt be God onely in. his 
good time, who for our pride, vainglory,hypocriſic,and perhaps 


infidelicy, hath ſuffered us to fall into th:ſe fractions and diſtem- 
pers. Butin the mean time if ſome grave and learned man will a 
uttle trouble himſelfe to reſolve a few following queſtions, it 
may give comfort to weake conſciences that are in doubt,and per- 
chance afflicted, 


And herein we deteſt to be curiouſly mquiſotive in things not 
neceſſary. but onely covet the health of our ſoules, and the 
bettering of our #nder ſtandings. 


Beers then with the firſt Booke of 7oſes called * Geneſps. 
And God ſaid, Let us make man after onr likeneſſe, V. 27. in the 
Image of God created he him, male and female created, &c, Some 
then ( ſecing the ſhape ard forme that man beares in his perſonall 
appearances)do conceive,that God the Creator beareth the ſame 
forme in ſhape and perſon; ſome others fay,this Image is meant, in 
the likenefſe to our maker in ſoule and ſpirit ; and therefore blame 
them that imapine, or ſer him forth in the likeneſſe of any humane 
ſhape : To that is anſwered againe, that the Text formerly cited 
cannot be meant of ſoule and ſpirit, becauſe at that time man was 
not a living ſoule; for proofe they ſay that God finiſhed his work 
in ſix daies, whereof the making of man was part, and refted the 


* ſeventh, and hallowed it : but after the ſevench dayhe breathed * Ch 2. 
life into man,1nd made him aliving ſoule, Chap. 2.9.7. Therefore 3: 


he was made according to the likenefle of God in perfonall ſhape, 
becauſe at his firſt makino he was not a living ſoule, till after God 


had reſted the ſeventh day, and then breathed life into hvm, as is * Ch, 3.v. 
formerly proved : And lonp after his tranſgreſſion,God faid* the ** 


man is become like one of ns C2 it C:ems at firft he had nota [piriiuall 


AH this i but cavil, for man ha a {cul inſtired when he was male ;1 Gods Image, thiri2h tht is rect 
cxpreſſed while the Word, and this Tmage of God is mazs ſoul, 
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(4) 
anderſtanding:1t is likewiſe ſaid, God ſhewed unto Moſes his back 
* Exod 33. parts,but his face (houid not be ſeen.* ; therefore if he have back 
22. parts, and a face,he hath aſhape, which when he pleaſeth he can 
* Ch, 22.y, MAKE viſible, as then he did. And the Lo:d ſpake to Moſes face to 
= oa * face, as a man ſpeaketh to his friend * : Moreover what were the 
three men that appeared to Abraham as he ſate in the tent ?if nor 
* Ch.18, y, the Trinity * which did afrerwards eate of the cake that Sara made, 
wo and the Calfe which e4braham fetch'd from the fold, asappeareg, 
v 8, Now though iris, and muſt be acknowledged, that God is 
{o infinite in wiſdome and power, that therein he cannot be cj- 
cumſcribed nor comprehended ,; yer (ay ſome that doth not hinder 
a perſanoll ſhape or proportion : Bur ſome others ( notwithſtan. 
ding thoſe plaine ſeeming proofes, doe not allow that God hath 
any bodily ſhape atall ; which if it be ſo reſolved, and theſe things 
reconciled,to better proofs and reaſons out of Scripture by one that 
is wiſe and learned,it will fatisfie, 
* Gen. 2+ Ss ox ſecond queſtion ariſeth out of Geneſis, And the Lord®* ſaid 
26, 7, of every Tree of the garden thou maſt eate,bnt of the Tree of the 
kyowleage of good & eaul:for in the day that thim eat'ſt thereof, thou 
ſralt ſurely die.Now ſome makea queſtion whether it were a mate- 
rial Apple that Adam dideat at the inſtance of his wife Ewe. And if 
the queſtion be of the Speczes, it may well be doubted, for it doth 
not appeareinthe Text to be an Apple more then a Fig pe, or other 
Fruit;onely in generall tearmes it is called the frust of the * Tree in 
the middeſt of the Gard:n: But I ſuppoſe the queſtion is nor of the 
Species, but whether it were a materiall fruit, and ſo co beun der- Þþ 
ſtood in literall ſence. It ſeems itſhould be ſo underſtood in the 
fixt zerſ. When the woman ſaw the tree was god for feed, and tobe dee 
red to make one wiſe, ſhe dideate, and gave unto her husband, &c. 
W hat can be plainer for a licera!l conliruction ? yet ſome will have 
rhe whole matter to bean Alegory ; and underſtand by the Serpent 
in this place no other then concapiſcence and by the fruit of the 
T ree in the midſt of the Garden,lome other thing then the eating of * 
a materiall Apple, becauſe of ſome other words in the ſtory that ch 
fecms to catcy a ſpirituil ſence,as ver/,15. 7 wil put enmity betwixt cu 
thy (eed and the womans [ced;\hill this be underſtood of the old ſer- M 5 
pent the Dive/2we ſuppoſe that he and his Angels were caſt out of 
Heaven before the ercation,of man ; but in this Chapter the Ser- 
| pent 
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+ pent here isexpreſly called a beaſt of the field. But if by this beaſt 
k you will underſtand concapiſence,it may perhaps in a ſpiritual ſenſe 
n be faid ro be the ſeed of the Divell, becauſe irworks 1n the fleſh by 
-0 his inſtigation. The day thou eateſt thereof. laith the Lard,thon halt 
” . ſurely * die, And the Serpent ſaid ,ye ſhall not [+.rely die, Chap.3.v 4. * Ch, 2.v, 
ot Now we ſee in the verſes following, they did noc die the day they 27: 
e, did eate, but had muls, and puniſhments threatned , as the Ser- 
5, pent to goe 0n his belly, and lick the duſt, the woman to bring 
is & forth children in ſorrow; che man to get his living by the ſwear ot 
TT his brow,the carth to be curſed, &c. And Chapy3,v.23.23, Leaſt 
ler WW be put forth bis hand & take of the tree of life,c+ live for ever Ther- | 
n- W&{ fore the LordGead ſent them forth of the Gardey, &c, This ſeems alſo | 
th to have ſome other ſence, for we are not taught to live for ever by | 
os WH carnaleating.Reſolve if you pleaſe the doubt of this queſtion with 
hat the former. | 
He nextqueſtion is of marriage, Geneſis *, And the Lord God* Ch.a.r, | 
aid ſaidit ts not good for man to be alone, 1 wil make him a help meet 18, : 
the for him,v.21.22, God tooke one of Adams ribs,made a woman and | 
2ou brought her unto him,v. 23, Adam ſaid, this is bone of my bone, and 
te- fleſh of my fl:ſb, which is one fleſh,v,24. How comes it chen that 
dif M there ate forbidden degrees in marriage ? or is it not fo in truth, 
oth but a Pop1/h injunttion for their profit ? for in that reſpe& they have 
her given their diipenſations ad ifaw to the neereſt kindred. To 
' in Þ - recice particulars in a matter fo well known(asthe houſes of A#- 
the © /r5a Burbon, ani many others)where profit or State policy is at 
ler- (take) were onely to ſpend Inke and Paper. Then it it may be done 
the by diſpenſation, and for money, which is but an Ordinance of 
dee man; Why may it not much more be done w:thour, ſeeing it is the 
Fc. Ordinance of God himſclt ? You know what Petey ſaid to Simon 
ave © - Magus, Thou and thy money periſh, becauſe thiu thinkeſt that theſe 
bent things may be bought for money And here we fee the woman is not 
the of the man derivativeiy,and by deſcent, but of his own proper /ub- 
of | ſtance; then in regard there can be no more matches of his nature, 
that the very next of kia were to joynin marriage, and that both by 
TE1; cuſtome and command. For example, we finde that Sara was A- 


ſer- brahams ſiſter, whom he took to wife; a better preſident we can- 

not have,for he was the father of the faithfull ; bis ſeed ſhould be E No os 
multiplied as the Stars in. Heaven ; all the Nations of the earth be 2 E's IOY 
bleſfed therein *.&c.. If 


* Gen,1t. 
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If it be ſaid, that when Abraham went down to (ojourne in 
EZ gypt: becauſe of the famine, he wiſh'd his wife to ſay ſhe was his 
fiſter,leſt the £gytiavs{houtdkil him and take her to themſelves, 
for ſhe was a faire woman tolooke upon *.And from thence you 
will argue, that to be but ſimulation betwixt them to ſave his life; 
then ir will appeare inthe ſame book of Geneſis that in his returne 
to the South Countrey , they uſed the like praiſe, in ſaying ſhe 
was his ſiſter, Inſo much that Abimelcch King of Gerar tooke Sar, 
bur the Lord kept Abimelech from touching her, and reproved 
him for taking another mans wife ; whereupon Abimelech blamed 
Abraham, ſaying, What ſaweſt thou that thou haſt done this thing ? 
Abraham replied, / thought the fear of God is not in this place,& they 
will kill me for my wifes /ake : yet tolet him know that he had not 
difſembled cotally,he faid,indeed be is my ſiſter, for ſhe 3s the dangh. 
ter of my father ,and ſhe brcame my wife * Moreover Cha.24 v.4. A- 
braham Cauſed his ſervant to ſweare, chatging him to goe to his 
owne Countrey, and to his kindred to chuſe a wife for his ſonne 
Iſ:ac, And ſo naturally confident werethe ſervants of God in pro- 
pagating by thenext of kin,that Lots zaugbters(when they fled out 
of Sodome With their farhcr,whence the ref of their kindred peri- 
ſhed)did not doubt to raiſe up ſeed to their father,ſaying, Ther: 
ot a man alive to come in unto us after the manner of the earth, ther- 
fore let us lie with him,cc. NoW there were thouſands(oot to be 
numbred('efc alive,but there was none of their Tribe and kinared, 
for ſo the T«xt ſeems to infer. We knox alſo that many things 
are writ for our inſtraRtion not for our imita:ions, and ſo Let 
mighr juſtly be b.amed for drinking ſoliberally,that he perceived 
not whathed:d (which » e ought not co imitate ) yet we finde no 
reproofe uponthe daughters,becaufe ( it ſeems ):chat they did was 
onely for propaga:1on, acrording to the inſtitution, and net to 
ſatisfie appetite, 1 his appeares by their zxre; change ; yer Dr Waller 
fichthey did offend, and brings with him Azguſt;nrs opinion, 
which is,thar they ſhould have done far better to hav: acquainted 
their father, ſo thin (belike Jall had been well enough: Bic with- 
all in theſame Aznotations of Levie. 18, he brings vgain(t him- 
ſelf a Jury of DoRors that juſtifies th: i! intention co be good and 
lawfull jn their caſe, viz, Soto, Lopes, Leaeſm i, Bellarmine, Loninw, 


with three of th: Fathers alſo, C.ry/oſt.me, 7 beodoret ard Origen, 
and 
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(7) 
and(we ſce)God gave a bleſſing unto their;AR, for the Text faith, 
they were with child,and there proceeded from them ewo prear 
Nations,the Aoabites and the efmmunites. And that theſe children 


" were bleſſed appeares more plainly, where the children of ?/xael in * Sen'3, 

be their warfaring journey were forbidden to diſtreſſe them, and not 37-35: 

% to meddle with them , for the Lord would not give them of the 

- Land which he had given to the foreſaid children of Zo for a poſ. * Deutz, 

4 I feffion* : If you fay that notwithſtanding they were afterwards '*'9. 

5" fmitcen and warred againſt : ſo was it likewiſe with themoſt cho- 

%y ſen people(according to the covenant for their 1dolatry, infide- | 
oy lity,8c. I he Zphbramites fell by themen of Gilead, * 42000 at one Judg,12, 6. | 
4 time,and it were ſupererrogate to cite the ſeverall places of Scrip- | 
Y ture, where the 1/raelites were puniſhed, and carried captive, and 

”Y caſt off into a reprobate ſenſe, as now they are at this day for their 

his eranſgreflion ; but that will be noargument to prove that propa- 

oY gating by their neereft kindred (which they werecommanded ) was 

wy the cauſe : but moſt certaine their #aradneſſe of heart, infidelity,aud 

er ;delatry which was forbidden. For was not Moſes the meckeſt man, 

EY and Aaroz,the ſonnes of Amram who married Focabed bis Aunt? 

ae The next place that ſeems to fortifie this. opinion againſt all op» 

= polition,is that of Fudagh and Tamar his daughter in_ law, which 


ho you have in Gene/;s 38.chroughout the whole Chapter,there ſhall 
ky you finde the wilfull and'unnacurall treſpaſſe of O»ay in refuſing 
Wh ro performe the kinſmans duty, and therefore the Lord deſtroyed 


oy him: but what ſhall we thinke of 7»dabs intention ? can we ap- 

5 proveofit 2 noverily ; he took her for * a Harlor; yet was thee yerc rs, 
5o ſincerity and integrity of 7amar ſo ſublime, that from her 1 
= uponthatconjundion came the Saviour of the world; for from 


to | Phares deſcended Boas D avid,and conſequently our Saviour Feſias 
| Chriſt according to the fleſh : and now old F:4ah could ſay, ( be- 
cauſe I have not performed what I ought of my part;ſhe hath-been 


F more righteous then]. . 
o Wel}, yet let usobje& Zevie,18.the prohibition there, with the 
*1- || glofſe upon the Texr, entituled unlawfull marriages ; buc we ſup- 
_ poſe it is a Popiſh gloſſe, and of purpoſe miſ{-interpreted to. in- 
465 creaſe his coffers: for it will appeare hereafter that the uncovering 
"4, | of nikedneſſe there mentioned, is meant af fornication onely, and 


not of marriage ; yetthe Popes purſe upon that pretence hath pickr 
| up 


I 
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vp many large fees, eſpecially where the joyning of Kinydmes 
or Dukedowes together hath been ſought more for politick ends, 
(and chiefly if hisowne cauſe hath been intereſted) then the par- 
ties own particu'ar liking. But now who is ſo ignorant to beleeve 
that any /infull man can diſpenſe with whatGod hath commanded 
or forbidden. In the beginning men gaye gifts and preſents 
for fit wives of theirown Linage: as appeares ,* where Abrahams 
ſervant gave Rebeccathe E.rings & the Bracelets: now ſince mans 
own covetouſneſs,or the Popes;have forbid ſuch wives as is moſt 
naturall ; the cuſtome is to barter and exchange for (trangers /o 
much money, ſo much land. &c, as you doe for other things in fayre 
or market, | 

Burt torecurne,the Anſwer to the foreſaid prohibition in Z-v5- 
ticus18.is, thatthe many Lawes given in that booke Were not 
perperuall, but onely given to buſie the minds, of the children of 
1(rael for that preſent, & to divert their inclination from /delarry, 
unto Which they were ſo ſubjeRt from their deliverance cut of 
eAgypt,in their march to C anaanand perhaps for ſome other rea- 
fons known to menof learning : for who doth believe it is not 
lawfull to eate Hare or Con:y, Swines fleſh, & c, or to weare linnen 
and woolen, plow with beafts of ſeverall kinds ; with many other 
prohibitions, Where that Booke is full,as well as inthe degrees in 
kindred: They Werealſo peculiar to that people, ard therefore - 
not binding elſewhere,eſpecially co Chriſtians under the Goſpel. 
But to make the matter more cleare, let us ſee how we can prove 
the probibition in theſe degrees, to be meant of Fornication, as 
is formerly mentioned, and not of the holy inſtitution of mar- 
riage, for inſtance inthe foreſaid, 18 ch.&-16 ver, it is ſaid, Thou 
ſoalt not uncover the nakedrkfſe of thy brothers wife it thy brothers 
nakedneſſe 3 urcover the nakednefle, marke that; though the Pope 
and ambitions men Would delude us, the holy Ghoſt is very wary ; 
the Text here ſpeaks not of marriage, but uncovering nakedneſs : 
and now repaireto Dexr.25.verſ 5. There you ſhall finde that if 
a brotber die the wife of the dead ſhal not marty unto a ſtranger, 
her hasbands brother ſhall goe in unto her.take her to wife, perform 
the dnty of a hntbands brother wnto her, The reſt of the verſes fol- 
lowing ſhewes how diſgracetuily,and with what reproach he was 
to be uſed that refuſed to perform this duty, So you ſee there we 
va 
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(9) 
viſt difference betwixt" uncovering of nakedneſle, and taking to 
wife; for elſe did not rliefe two Texts controvert cach other point - 
blank, if they were meant of one and the ſclfe ſame matter > what 
is then che right expoſition? no other than this;by uncovering of 
nakedneſſt is meant fornication, as is formerly ſaid ; which in 
kindred is utterly forbidden ; but the other Text 'in Dentronemy 
ſpeakes'expreſly of marriage, andraking to Wife, which is liker. 
wiſe in kindred as dire&tly commanded. One other graca ion may 
here be added ,to wit, that the taking of ſtrange women was ſyme- 
times in-cuſtome, for it was no wonder before nor after to ſee mien 
havechildren by concabines, which they keep beſides their wives. 
And:the children of 7/7ae! were commandedco kill all the miles 


we likewiſe read the Leyite had by him two Aſes fadled, his con- 
cubine was alſo with him, 7-4ges.19.10. but in regard that mat- 
riage is honourable, and the free woman' more Noble than 'the 
'bond-woman, that great duty we ought'to performe to our. next 
of kin ;'for ſo did Abraham to Sara thatwas his wife and ſiſters 
but his concubine was Hagar the bond woman, which Sara afcer- 


. 
among the eadianites, but to keepe the women to chemſelres* :.. 


Ger. 16, 


wards dealt hardly with, and cauſed her to flie*. Here we are to * Num.3x; 
note,that Says the kinſwoman was 4 Type of the true Church and 18. - 


Hager the contrary:Moreover- you ſhall finde what cur(.s were 


ehicatned'to ſuchasmatried with ſtrangers ('out' of. their Tribes ) + Joſh. 23+ 
as namely.chey ſhould be ſnares ond traps unto them,” *ſcourges {1;, 3. 


in their fides, and thorns ia their eyes, ' with many other of this 
kind, which whoſo pleaſe to ſtudy may finde at large. And that 
this pratice of marriapewith kindred was in-ufe, not onely be- 
fore the probibitionin- Zevirzen; already anſwered; bur everſi- 
thence; and never forbid;<in the £,w is Goſpel, forought we can 
finde, is the next thing we ſhall endeavour to prove: alledging 
then fome preſidents af:er the aforſaid booke of Leviticm,(perbaps 
omitting manyJwe will-begin-with che marriage of the -daughbters 
of Selophabad, who married witheheir kindred by the Lords ſpee 


ciall appointment*: Then the-foreſaid Text' in Deatronomy,” tou- *Num«3 6; 


ching the marriage of the brothers. wife, Ch.25.v.3. And Othinel 
the v aligot man was rewarded with Ach/ab his next kinſwoman, 


who alſoobrineds further boonofher father*. The ſtory of Boas *Judges 1, 


ROT wendy ngeas; it is ſo-fullof. goodnefle ao 23- 
hy | | 


= 


charity, 


. charity,conducing alſoto our argumant ; firſt, we ſee that I comy, 


* Ruth 4. 
10. 


(10) 


4 


Ruths mother in law inſtraRked her how to behave herſelfe towards 
Boas, that ſhe might not be unprovided. as knowing, (it ſeems } 
the inflexible nature of her very nexe kinſman : whereupon (after 
Roth had uttered vheſe words unto Boas Spread therefore thy skirt 
over thy prog ak / "Hei art antere kizſman) Boas replied, Bleſſed 
bs thor of the Lord for thou haſt not followed young men,whether poore 
or rich. Then Boas called into judgement the next kin/man,who out 
of covetoulſneſle ſuffered the accuſtomed.diſgrace, for refuſing to 
performe the duty he ought to have done : And Boas ( as the next 
in dgree)tooke Ruth to be his * wife, 1n this ſtory we diſcerne the 
many vercues of Rth;it is to be obſerved alſo that ſhe was 3 Noa- 
bireſſe, of the line of Zr, and of the iſſue he had by his daughtecs 
of chis off- ſpring ſhortly after came the Prophe: David, from whom 
alſo in procefle of time )proceeded the Saviour ofmankind. 

N: xc we obſerve the paſſage betwixt eLſmmon and Tawar,whe'e 
it is faid, that Amen loved Tamarinan unlawful manner, which: 
the mayd as diſcreetly. reproved deſiring him nor to forc: her,but 
to aske her of the KiLg for a wife, jn that ſence ſhe knew the K ng 


+2 San 4- would not with-hold her* ; but Armen after his luſt was ſatisfied, 


I Jo 


deſpifed her, which aR curned to bis confufion,and was the occa- 
fion of his ſlaughter, Still we ſee the ſiſter did not doubt to be her 
brothers wife, but did deteſt the 3& af fornication, (which certain- 


1y is the thing meant in the forbidden degrees formerly mentioned. 


%; Cor.1. 


And aſſaredly alſo thataR proceeding from luſt in kindred, is the 
higheſt deprce of fervis«tion, and of ſome perhaps not improperly 
termed ceſt, if, there be ſuch a diſtinQtion - But for che. holy iq« 
ſtitution of marriage with the nex: of Kindred, We ſee)by all exe 
_— before and after it hath not onely been permitted but com» 
manded. =» 5 TR 
Neither doe we finde any thing to the contrary in the whole 
progreſle of the Goſpell, bue ſtill yeproofe, of fornication, and 
eſpecially —_ kindred, which ſens to; confirm what is, for= 
merly ſaid ;for ſo'St' Paul, It is reportod comonely that there ts fornt- 


cation amongſt you, & [uch as is not uſed among the Gentiles that one 
ſhould have his fathers wife. But the ſame Saint Paw! hath theſe fol- 
lowing words in'the fame booke, Ck; 7.4, 3; touching marriage. 
T 6av0)d fornicationslit every man( excepting av degree mw_ 


(—_— 
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on) have hicows wife, & let every woman have her own bub and. And 
inverſ(.4 the wife hath not power of her own body, but the hutband ; 


) nor the bus band poner of his Wn body, but the wife, in the ſingular 
r number. From hence may be inferred, that men ſince the Goſpell 
t ought notto have plurality of Wives ; but neither there, nor in any 
4 other place wherethe like precept is given, is there any exception 
- to the next of kin, but in caſe of fornication aforeſaid, Then ler 
i I every man have his own wife ; this dothmoſt and beſt repreſent the 
o © miſtery betwixt Chriſt and his Spouſe the Church; elſe where ic is 
it faid, the man and his wife is one f1:ſh, not the man ard his wives. 
N Although the Patriarks & &t ve mars che Law had plurality 
*Y of Wives for the greater increaſe of a god Tribe, ap for other rea- 
” ſons and miſteries, which here we have not time to diſcuſſe. And 
Mm though the 7*rks and other Nations doe allow themſelves plura- 


lity of wives(perhapsalleaging the foreſaid coſtome of the Parri- 
'E arks) as alſo to uphuld the vaſtneſſe of cheir Empire, having ſuch 


ch uſe for numerous Armies,yet «etaketheirreaſons to be more ſem- 
at ſuall and politick than religious; for we that live under the Goſpell 
12 oughe to conform our ſelves unto tat rule ; Let every ine have his 
& own wife,jin the ſingular mumber aforeſaid ; but then(ſceing there 
a- is not one word in the Goſpell to the contrary) that any Popifh 
er Ordinance or o-her ſhould bar a min tochooſe that ſizgle woman 


nN-. he liketh beſt to.be his wife( if ſhe be alfa conſenting, and of ripe 
xd. judgement)ſeems tobe both againſt the law of nacure and: reaſon. 
he Whecefore we conclude this point w:th the Apoſtles words, ther 
ly the forbidding of marriage is the do7ine of devils. Again warriage * 1 Tim. 4. 
Fm. i hononrable 'n all, and the bed #ndefiled,but whoremonger s and adul- $o 
X« terer. God will judge, Heb.13.4., inalt z- mirke this: here's no excep- 
Ne tion,;, yet it wou'd have been here or ſomewhere if it had been un- 

lawfull, -cithef in kindred or Miniſters, as the Popiſh doors 
le Þ© rcach, for lucres ſake, as is Formerly mentioned. Bug we are to 
nd b: ware of ſuch as would ſpq le us through vaine deceip:, that fol. 
yo low the.tradicions of men, the ra/imeyes of che - world, and nor 
ns. | afcer Chjiſi*, ſo then che works of the fleſhare marifalt, which are * Color 2.8 
ore theſe, 42. hi Forhathgn anchors Loſeroienſmi idelarry Witco= «+ 
ol» || craft hatred,variauce,emnationgnarath, ftrife ſedicions herefiecenvye 

. Þ 6ngs muders, drunkenefſe, with may others, &c, But as touching « Gy, 
the holy inſticartion of Ate" **30 according tg the . Ordi- 19,20, 

2 | Dance 


(182) 
nance With rue love and ſincerity of heart ; we finde.noexception- 
in any degree or profeſſion. And. if the prohibitjon in the law for- 
merly mentioned, where meantof marriage, a$it is fully and amply 
proved to intend fornication oxely, beciule of the praftice in mar- 
rying with their next of kin, .as well after as before, formerly 
pioved alſa ; yet were it. not binding now , for we under- 
{tand the Law contained in Ordinances to. be * aboliſhed. * And 
againe, blotting our the hand- writting of Ordinances that. was a- 
gainſt us,naylingit co the Croſle, (ef.2 14. for the priddthood 
being changed,there is made of neccfiicy alfo a change of the Law, 
Heb 7.12, obſerve aiſo the ſecond of the Corinthians, There is a 
velle in retinge? the old Teſtament, wh'ch veile is taken away in 
Chriſt, aud * where the Spirit of the Lord u-there i liberty. But how, 
,what iiberty ?co doe the works of the fleſh, formerly touc hed;no, 
God forbid, The holyGhoſtw:l wittneſs with thoſe that the Lord 
hath made his Covenant with, he wil put lawes into their hearts, 
 and.in their minds will he write them, their ſinnes and iniquities: 


*. Heb. 30, will he remember no*more. And ina Tim,q.g.7 he /aw is not made 


Heb:13, cced ; that holy Quder, ye ſec, .is honourable amovglt all with 


for a righteous many(ſuppoling fuch 2,one as contriveth not againſt 
a good conſcience) but for the lawleſſe, diſobrdirnt unzoaly,whore- 
mongerniliers ftealers,g;c. And ini Tim.3. we haye*s large de- W 
{cription of ſuch as have no teſtimony of the good Spirit, bur are 
called perilous, viz Lovers of themſelves, coverous , boaſttrs,proud, 
blaſphemers di/obedient unthankfull, unholy,truce-brkers, falſe ac- 
cnſers incontinent fierce traytors,highminaed, having 4 forme of god- 
line ſſe, but denying the power thereof: And if this ſort are they which 
creep int houſes leading captive ſilly women laden with fins led away 
Pith divers luſts,ever learning never able to.come to the kyowleag 
of the trutl.. Now as Fanncs and Fambres withſtood Moſes,fo ave theſe 
alſo reſt the truth, men of corr; pe minds,&c6, Then was the chicfe 
Magiſtrate withſtovd z how isitnow ; if chjs portion of Serjpture 
Nrike nor pointblanke at this very age. and time. Wherein we live, 
Jet ſome that arelearnedinformeus better.. 2 

So then we perceive by this Trad and all the reſt, it is fornication, 
uncleanneſF-,andtheſe forenamed works of the fleſh, which is for 
bidder; but for that excellencand facred inſticurion of marriage 
fcom which Ordinance the bleſſed eleR af Gods children doe pre 
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one exception, 2s is formerly proved. Now then Without all 
diſpute that marriage is: moſt juſt , which is made without, any, 


ply ambitivusor covetous end ; ard if this liking and mutyall cor. 
"ors reſpondency happen betwixt the.neereſt of kindred, then is italſo © * 
erly the moſt naturall,the moſt lawfull,and according to the primitive IT 
Jer- parity and-prztice:nor. is there now any Popi/h Canons toreſtrain 
ind W- it, Which perhaps ſome conſciences might boggle at in regaxd of 
S 43- WW. cheprecept, you are to obey the Magiſtrate for conſcienceſake. . And 
ood WW indeed we would nor argue any thing here againſt higher powers 
AW, thatare in true orthodox authority ; but onely deſire that no [Law 
iS 2 or prohibition ſhould bind the conſcience in matters that the -Goſ J. . 
/ IN pell of Chriſt bath left free unto Chriſtian people : 'And if we can 2 
ow, judge aright all theſe works of the fleſh formerly recited, from ſc» 
oy verall Texts inScripture, did never ſo much abound; and no mar- 
ord vell, for what fruit can be exp:&ed from baſtard Plants> or what 
cts, match is made amongſt a thouſand, or perhzps amongſt ten thou- 
'TES- ſand without aw/ition, coveronſneſſe, inordinate appetite, or ſome 
vale  collaterall reſpe& ;. pardon the plainneſle of the phraſe,for I have 
inſt read ofa La%(as I now remember )amongſt the Spartans, viz No 
P_- ' man ſhould give a dower in marriage with his daughter ; then did 
de-W _ the beſt men ſeeke to acquire the molt vertuous women : and who, 
SE (then they)flour'ſhed more in Arts and Armes? Now if the Patri- 
o#d, arks,our fore-Fathers, choſe their kinredin obedience to a duty 
* AC” commanded; the Heathens tooke wives for their vertves ; and yet 
goa. ' we Chirſtians » ill bave none b#t for m9: ney, the attribure aforeſaid. 
bich d:ſervesthe leſſe rebuke, TY | | 
os 4 . Wellthen, lerus avoyd communities, which is reported to be- 
leads | maintained by ſome late ſe&s ; let us avozd forcication wi:h all, 
theſe 2Rd'by all means, with our kindred ;) for-that is the higheſt de-- 
icfe oree of fornicatian,as is formerly declared 2 But for holy wedlock, 
ow where chere is hope of propagation, snJ hear:s conſenting, as is . 
live, proved to bethe duty of the »ex: kinſman, ſo was'there never more-: 
; cauſeroſhike off the Bopiſh thraldome, and to revive. that Pri- 
40N, mititve cuſtome, ſceing by theſe late and common calami Jes! 1o | 
for many thouſand familiesare forced from their habications, which 
_ they have honeſtly laboured for, and for ought they know; mult 


' ſtarve and periſh, as ſome have alreardy done, ifthey cannot finde a 
d.cling more remote : therefore we mult be vf opinion with ſuch 
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as doaccountmul& and puniſhments an Autichriſtian yoke, where 


they are impoſed upon the conſcience, but moſt eſpecially when nt 

«. .- there isneither a&nor intention againſt the ſervice of God, or pre- ij 

waa Jjudice to our Chriſtian brettren, and here we remember the ſaying h 

3 -f of Saint Paxl. Be of one mind, live in peace, | y 

Now then,to <| ſe up all by asking of a queſtion: JF in fuch x , 

caſe honeſt women(that have no portion to beſtow them, thorough + 

the cauſes aforeſaid )ſhould require chis duty from the nexc of kin, b 

whether ( vpon refuſal) there ſaid kinſman deſerve not the re» I ©" 

proach mentioned in the ſtory of Boas and Rath; and as.touch'ine | Fre 

* Deua, 25. the *rai;ng of ſeed from one brother ro another formerly recited dc 

F- at large in the beginning of this diſcourſe ; ſurely rhey doe and Ju 
mult anſwer ja their great account for the miſcarrieve of. their 

kinſwoman, if ſo1: happen; yet we are not i2norant the Ciy,ll ch 

law faith, an Unk/:ro hs Neece is in /oco parentss,and that they (:y w 

is a barin marriage g but ( ſetting Law and evill Cuſtome aſide) Py 

we demand(in reaſon) how he can ſtand herin better ſteel, chan of 

to marry herif ſhe be willing, and hath nomeansco be otherwa es to 

provided. | fot 

We are commanded to feare God and the King, and not to ant 

meddle with them thac are ſeditious. Neither are theſe things n:o- an« 

ved out of nicety,or by way Of paradox, or as St Pax! ſpeaxs, of ſe. 


do ting queſtions, or ſtrife of words, whereof comes envy and perverſe be 
diſputings ; oras ſome cite Scripture to cioake their deceipt and 

*;cTin, 6, bypocriſte, butonely to finde out the truth, which it choſe that oth 

m_ are Orthodoxly learned will take pains to reſolve, ir will bea £ . 
charitable wo-cke, to ſatisfie the conſciences of ſome lee learned, RW 
who are likely ro ſeeke habitation in forraty Cormnreys,and would 
in diſchape of their duties doe thit which they conceive to be 
moſt juſt, viz, without a-b3:10us or covetous ends, adventure upon 
the firſt 7»ſf 5rution. 

Now we know the vulgar ſort(that Iookes no futher than the 
times they live in) will bogle at this doQtrine, and thinke it a No- 
vell, Then here we will put youin mind of what -ſome of you. Co 
yet remember ; namely., a quality cf two eminentmen eſteemed 34 
very Wiſe(eſpec tally in che lawes) the one would not abide a ſprnl- 
der of Veatt, the other did not lovea Dxck : what would you hive 
thoughc theſe men wiſe co proclaime ic unlawful} for any other 

: to 
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to cate theſe kind of meats, becauſe they did not love them ? ſurely 
no,you Would have beldchem rediculous: So our queſtion .is nor, 
how any tnans appetite likes, or diſlikes ; we onely defire toknow 
5 yea, or no, Whether the matter init ſelfe be ualawtull, or where it 
. is repugnant to Scripture,when al places of ch# /#bjeF are com- 

h pared cogether. And if it be controverted ( not wirh Heathen fa- 

. b'es, or mens bare opinions, but by. Scripture proofe)) by one 

| ttatislearned, and of a tefin'd wit, ir may fatisfie, bur if it come _ 
gs KD fromayoung head not halfe codled, or from one that is okd and Nat 
q doting,or from any that is popiſh or illiterate, *cis ten to one ſuch 

d judgement will be renounced, or at leaſt ſuſpeRed: | 
IC 
ll 
y 
) 
n 


Some other queſtions we intended to move, as namely, thoſe at 
the latter end of Mr Smiths Sermon, entituled,7he Joſt ſheep is found, 
which yet we have not heard any anſwer unto ; and why through 
Popith /zperſtsrion on the one ſide, and diyerſity.of Schiſms & Setfs 


of the otker ſide, there is yet no certaine frame of Diſcipline ſetled 

6 to confirme the weaxe and wavering Chriſtian ; Oc(ſeeing we have- 
found ſo much fault with 7#rks and Pope for their bloody zexents, 
and that the weapons of the Church are preces & lacrymas, prayers 


and teares) whether that will prove a good Rebgion which is 
f ſe:led or mantained by the Sword ; butif theſe be firſt reſolved to 
be as they are here conceived, or otherwiſe convinc'd of error by 


7 Scripture proofe ; we may then hive encouragement to move ſome 
it other things neceſſary for the confirmation of our ſelves and others, 
a LAUVS DEO: 

I, vi hon 
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Ee .\7 E have lately fren a little Booke which ſaith, the finne 4» 
gainſt the holy Ghoſt hath hitherto been miſtaken. 
'o 2.1: have ſcen another maintaine that lndependency i #0 Schiſme. 
%| 3.#: have (cen ancther main: aine {ont of Scrip:#re )that our Saviour 
[ Chrif hall live 1000 years with his Saints upon earth, | 
4.e have ſeen books writ againſt baptizing of Infan's, though the 


7e 
er | enſftome hath bein ſofor 14CO yeerens 
to 


$119 ſee the Office of Biſhips of n0 repwre though their Funition hath 


al 


| (16) 
continued fince the time of the Apoſtles, and what Herefies Were by them 
refuted in the firſt four generall Counſel? | 
6.We know owr own King Henry the $.married hi brothers wife, 

put her away,and tooks anotber which we cannot approve of. | 

 7.WWe bave beard that Martin Luther married a Nun, ( which in the 
Popes opinion)wasa greater treſpaſſe than if he had married his natural 
ſiſter; Apdin feare of the preſident the holy Father thundered ont his 
 Excommunications;bns the honeft Do&or ( to requite him ) ſaid he 

world open a gap that all the buſyes in St.Peters patrimony fhonld net 
ſtop ag aine,and was as good arhis word, | | 


Theſe things conſidered, our little-Diſcourſe ( that maintaines 
nothing poſitively, but asketh queſtions, under correRion ) will 


not be | = to them that are'judicious, however it ſeem ſtrange 
will laugh at theirſhadow, | 


to ſuch as 


- Salos Nothing remains certain #nder the Su. - 
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